Åkarp 2040
It’s hard to remember what it was like when there were cars in Åkarp. Sometimes, in a bad dream, I hear once again the incessant sound of the traffic on the motorway, but aside from that it’s as if they were never here. 
It’s been twenty years now since cars were banned from Åkarp. A lot of people were skeptical at the time, of course, but with oil more or less impossible to buy after the war in Iran, and with global warming getting worse and worse, it just seemed that something radical had to be done. And so we were the first place in Sweden where cars were banned, something that I am pleased to say is now getting more and more common throughout the country. We served as the good example! 

It’s not that everything is all peace and love now that the cars are gone. Each year, every spring, there is always the big political debate about which vegetables to plant on what used to be the motorway between Lund and Malmö. The traditionalists, who used to be called moderates and who unfortunately have the majority in the city council, always want to stick to the same old peas and carrots and potatoes, while the innovators, who used to be called social-democrats, want to try out some of the new, hybrid varieties that have been cultivated during the winter at Alnarp. And boy can that debate get aggressive sometimes.
I’m one of the innovators. I can’t really understand why we should grow the same vegetables year after year. Now that we have reclaimed the streets we shouldn’t just go back to doing things the way they were done in the past. We should try out new ways of doing things. That’s what we think in the Innovation party in any case. 
Just look at what we have managed to do with transportation. Good thing that transportation is controlled by Region Skåne where we have the majority. The supertrams on Lundavägen would never have been developed if people had merely accepted using the same old buses running on biofuel instead of oil. It was when people started to realize that losing cars was not a problem but an opportunity that the scientists and engineers who developed the supertrams got their chance to show what science could actually accomplish.

They really are amazing, those supertrams. As I understand it they are based on a similar principle to heatpumps, taking energy from the air and transforming it into electricity. And they apparently leave no negative ecological footprint at all, which we all know is so important these days. 

What I like best is the way that the trams are organized. That is what really makes them popular, how the different schools between Lund and Malmö have been given their own wagons, or tramcars to be in charge of. It is always so interesting to see how the seat design and the decorations and the music that is played always changes from year to year as a new class takes over. 

It is such a nice way for kids to be creative. Remember when it was considered a crime for kids to paint on public buildings?  Now it’s part of their schooling. And they also learn to take responsibility for something as fundamentally important to society as transportation. They have to make sure that their wagon is clean and functional however creative they get with their artwork. And they learn to manage and distribute the resources that are given for maintaining each wagon, and, of course, they also learn all about how to make group decisions and carry out project work together.

Yeah, it’s hard to remember what it was like when there were cars in Åkarp. In fact, I sometimes wonder why we ever had them in the first place.
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