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5/KARL MARX

From the early nineteenth century on, as the dehumanizing elfects ol indus-
trial capitalism became increasingly evident, opposition to the reccived justili-
cation ol property came from many quarters - utopian socialists (St Simon,
Fourier, Owen), young Hegelians (Feucrbach, Hess), philosophic anarchists
(Proudhon), Christian socialists (F.1). Maurice, Charles Kingsley), romantic
celebrators of pre-industiial socicty (Carlyle), and closer analysts of the society
and cconomy of their time (Marx and Engels). By far the most influential of
these was Marx. His incisive analysis of the political cconomy ol capitalism,
his outraged ethical rejection ol its reduction of human beings to commodities,
and his argament that that reduction was required by the property relations
ol capitalisim, gave his work a strength which is more formidable in the twenti-
eth century than it was when he wrote. He followed Rousscau, and many of
the carly ninceteenth century socialists, in giving a historical dimension to the
institution of property and to human nature, but his analysis of that history
wis better informed and more solidly based than theirs.,

Marx wiole so muach that itis difficult to choose a few extracts which could
convey the richness of his thinking. To appreciate it at all fully one would
need o consult, in addition to the extracts presented here, the cononic-
Phidosoplic: Muanusceripts (1844), and the Critique of the Gotha Programme
(1875). Here there is only room to present his popular analysis in the famous
Commaist Manifesto (1848), and a brief but striking part of the fuller analy-
sis, in part Vil of volume I ol Capital (1867), which gives much more histori-
cal depth.
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